Getting Back On Track
DIGITAL EXHIBITION IN PARTNERSHIP WITH
THE TORONTO RAILWAY MUSEUM

TEACHER
GUIDE
Welcome! This short Teacher Guide will help you apply the Getting
Back On Track exhibit in a classroom setting, following Ontario's
Grade 9/10 Geography Curriculum.

Curriculum Connections
This exhibit and Teacher Guide
connects with all five streams
of the Geography Curriculum:
Geographic Inquiry and
Skill Development
Interactions in the Physical
Environment
Managing Canada’s
Resources and Industries
Changing Populations
Liveable Communities
The supplied questions on the
following pages will indicate
which specific area of the
curriculum it relates to (e.g.,
C1.3).

Activity
This single class-long activity is
structured in two parts. The first
involves students exploring the
Getting Back on Track digital exhibit
on their own or in pairs. They should
navigate based on their own interests
for at least 15 minutes. The students
will then answer the questions on
Page 2 (feel free to print and
distribute).
Towards the end of class, reassemble
the students for a broader discussion
based on the reflection questions
supplied on Page 3.
Materials: Desktop, tablet, or
smartphone; headphones; paper;
pencil/pen.
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Student Exploration
Questions
1) What things do you need to consider when building or expanding a
railway in Ontario? (A1.1)
2) How could the establishment or loss of a rail connection affect
communities? (E1.4; D3.1)
3) In what ways can rail developers better involve Indigenous groups
when building rail lines? (A.1.5; C2.1)
4) How has the expansion of the rail industry affected the environment,
and how can it operate more sustainably? (C1.3; C1.4)
5) What are the strengths and risks of prioritizing the environment
when building new rail lines? Consider city planning, politics, finances,
use of natural resources, and logistics. (A2.3; E1.4)
6) Why is it important to use both quantitative data (e.g., like
demographics) and qualitative data (e.g., passenger interviews and
survey responses) in an exhibition? (A1.4)
7) Why is it important to use qualitative data to understand and involve
the community’s voice when developing infrastructure? (A1.4, A1.3)
8) How does the proximity of rail stations affect the quality of life,
lifestyle, and population growth in a neighbourhood/community?
(D3.2, E2.2)
9) What technological upgrades are being installed/developed in
Ontario right now? What will be the expected improvements for
passengers? (C3.3)
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Class Discussion
Questions
1) What improvements have you personally seen in public transit
towards accessibility, environment, and passenger comfort/improved
experience? (E1.2)
2) What is the impact of train usage versus car usage? Compare their
effects on the environment and discuss the pros and cons of each. (B1.4)
3) Discuss the hurdles that Canada faces when developing accessible
and high-tech trains (e.g., having severe winters). How does this
compare to trains you know of in other countries (e.g., France, Japan)?
(D1.1; E3.1)
4) How does rail heritage affect the aesthetics and livability of a
community? (E1.4; E3.1)

We also support making connections with this exhibition and other
Grade 9/10 Curriculums like Canadian and World Studies, and Social
Sciences and Humanities, as well as in other grades. Please feel free
to share amongst your colleagues.
Thank you so much for using this resource and checking out our
exhibition!
If you have any questions, please email us at
gettingbackontrackexhibition@gmail.com.
Check out the Toronto Railway Museum
at torontorailwaymuseum.com/
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